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The Ecological Impacts in the Select Novels of Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni

Ms.S.Sathya. Assistant Professor.

Dr. M. Shamuna Jerrin Araselvi, Assistant Professor, Aiagup;m Govt. Arts College, Kmkkuﬂi.
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Abstract

The word EcoCriticism was coined in 1978 by William Rueckert. Cheryll Glotfelry,
one of the chief originators in the study defines EcoCriticism as, “the study of the relationship
between literature and the physical environment”. Many Indian writers like Raja Rao,
R.K.Narayan, Anita Desai, Shashi Deshpande, and Arundhati Roy contributedconsiderably to
ecocriticism. Chitra Banerjee uses the diverse basics of nature in the first novel, The Mistress
of Spices. She makes use of aquatic life as the setting. Indian Spices are entwined in the
novel, used by Tilo skilfully to cure and restore 1o heaith. the Asian community in Oakland.
Nature is presented in the full cycle of creation, preservation and destruction, In the second
novel, The Palace of Husions she presents man as self-centred and how he surpasses Natire.
The Palace of Hlusionis a re-reading of the Mahabharata, from an Ecocritical standpoint,
She censures men’s ego and insatiable greed resulted in the destruction of both his kind and
nature in the War of Kurukshetra. This present paper aims to study multi-faceted ecological
aspects in the myths of India from the perspective of The Mistress of Spices and The Palace
of Hlusions by Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni,

Keywords: Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni, Existentialism, Exploitation, Myth, Ecocriticism,

EcoCriticism is the study of relation between environment and living organisms in
their natural environment and their relationships with that environment. It also concerns man's
relationships with his physical environment are mirrored in literature. Chitra Banerjee
Divakaruni is born on July 29, 1956 in Kolkata, She is an Indian-American author, Poet,
Novelist, Short Story writer, Children's fiction writer, Book Reviewer, Columnist and the
most noted woman writer of Indian Diaspora. Her works deal with the themes of diaspora,
gender discriminations, magic realism, fantasy, identity crisis, and ecological influence, etc.
The Mistress of Spices (1997) is her debut novel which depicts the daily life of immigrants
living in California. In the novel, Chitra Banerjee employs a lot of natural elements to make
the descriptions more vivid. The whole novel revolves around the relationship of the
protagonist with spices. Tilo, the heroine validates the power of sensing spices, Spices are
personified to portray their predictable role in the novel, Nature is God's gift to Mankind. It is
omniscient and consider as a creator, preserver, protector as well as destroyer. Nature holds an
unsurpassable place in one’s life. The Life of human beings is highly interlinked with the
environment they live in. As literature scrutinizes human life it has recorded the importance of
nature in it.

Eco-criticism serves as a connection between literature, nature and human beings. In
The Mistress of Spices, Tilo, the protagonist is an adept in perceiving the secret powers of
spices, and dedicates her life to it. Her proficiency helps her in sensing the problems of
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